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propaganda, and, what was  more  unfortunate, were
used as such in Germany.

Finally, so anxious was Germany to confine the limits of
the war, the German Ambassador asked Sir Edward Grey
to propose his own conditions of neutrality, and Sir Edward
Grey declined to discuss the matter. This fact was suppressed
by Sir Edward Grey and Mr. Asquith in their speeches in
Parliament.

Sir Edward Grey . . . worked deliberately to involve us
in the war, using Belgium as his chief excuse.

. . . those of us who for the last eight years have
regarded Sir Edward Grey as a menace to the peace of
Europe . . .

. . . the European war is the result of the existence of
the entente and the alliance . . .

If France had decided to attack Germany through
Belgium, Sir Edward Grey would not have objected . . .

It was a pretty little game in hypocrisy, which the
magnificent valour of the Belgians will enable the Govern-
ment to hide up for the time being.

It is not difficult to see what damaging use could be
made of isolated quotations such as these, both by the
enemies of MacDonald and by the enemies of Britain.
Both were quick to seize their opportunity. MacDonald's
words were circulated by the German Government, both
in Germany and in the neutral countries, which were
now sitting in judgment upon the rival causes. In
Britain they were quoted, with savage comments,
throughout the Press. As long as the war lasted, it
would have been difficult for MacDonald to live down the
effect produced by extracts such as these, even if this had
been his one and only utterance. A nation fighting for
its life is in no judicial temper, nor is it disposed to make
allowances for citizens who, it is told, are aiding and
abetting the common foe. It has neither the opportunity
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